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3rd October 2019 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

Trained sniffer dog in school today 

We are commitment to ensuring all of our young people are able to learn and develop in a safe 

and happy environment.  

This includes highlighting and educating pupils on the dangers of using illegal drugs or 

associating with people in our community who may be involved in such activity.  

The Academy has a zero tolerance approach towards the issue and are working on a range of 

strategies with the local Police and other agencies to reinforce this message. One of the 

strategies we used successfully last year was to conduct a walkthrough of the school using a 

trained sniffer dog. 

We are continuing with these checks this year and the first visits is being conducted this 

morning. To reassure you, the dog that we are using is from a licenced company and has been 

carefully trained and will be under proper supervision throughout.  The visit will last around 2 

hours, and will include random classrooms, as well as visits to communal areas and the 

Boarding house.  

Should the dog indicate to its handler that it has picked up a scent on a pupil, the handler will 

notify a member of the Pastoral team, who will discreetly speak with the pupil and will notify 

their parents. While we hope that no-one is found in possession, anyone that is will be dealt 

with appropriately, and in accordance with our policies. 

The dog handler will be around at break time to meet students and give them an opportunity to 

ask any questions and met the dogs. 

If you would like further information concerning this initiative or more detailed information 

around our policies and wider approach to tackling drug related issues, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

Thank you in anticipation for your support. 

Kind regards 

 

Mr R Wood 

Senior Deputy Headteacher   
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