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You will study four units over the course of two years, with there 

being three examined units and one Non-Examined Assessment 

(Coursework unit). 

  

Unit 1: ‘In search of the American Dream: the USA, 1917-80’. 

 The changing political environment: the impact of Communism, 

media and conflicts on the popularity of the Presidency. 

 Civil rights: African-American; Hispanics; Natives; 

Homosexuals. 

 Society and cultural change: the changing role of women; views 

towards immigrants; the rise of consumerism and American 

media. 

 The changing quality of life: the impact of the Wall Street Crash 

and the ‘New Deal’; the impact of war on living 

standards; the rise of leisure and travel. 

 Case study on President Reagan/ 

 

Unit 2: South Africa, 1948-94: from apartheid state 

to ‘rainbow nation’. 

 Why was apartheid introduced after the Second 

World War? 

 Resistance to apartheid: Nelson Mandela and the ANC; the 

PAC; the Sharpeville Massacre; Mandela’s imprisonment on 

Robben Island. 

 Redefining resistance: Steve Biko and ‘Black Consciousness’. 

 Ending apartheid: Mandela’s release from prison and the 

media campaign to end apartheid. 

 

Unit 3: The British Experience of Warfare, 1790-

1918. 

 The Napoleonic Wars, 1793-1815. 

 The Crimean War, 1854-56.  

 The second Boer War, 1899-1902. 

 The First World War: the trenches and conflict in the air. 

 

Unit 4: Non-examined assessment [coursework] 

Students may base their coursework on any topic from their 

examined units (with the exception of the case study on Reagan) OR 

may choose their own topic choice e.g. the Nazis and the Holocaust. 



 

5 x 9-5’s GCSEs including English and Maths. 

2 years. 

You will have three exams at the end of year 2, worth 80% of your 

final grade (Paper 1: 30%, Paper 2: 20%, Paper 3: 30%). 

You will hand in a Non-Examined Assessment (Coursework) worth 20% 

of your final grade. 

Upon completion of your A Level, you will be equipped for Higher 

Education at University. The top 20 universities recommend History A-

Level. 

History A-Level is valued highly by Higher Education institutes and 

employers, and equips you well for a wide range of careers, including 

teaching, journalism, law, politics, library, museum and heritage 

management. It may surprise you to learn that historians do, in fact, 

provide more directors of Britain's leading companies in proportion to 

the number of graduates than any other subject, outperforming law, 

science and engineering. 

Yes, this course is suitable if you are an academic person who enjoys 

reading, discussions, thinking analytically and writing substantiated 

answers with strong judgements. 
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Links with Wellington College 

Trips (e.g. WWI Battlefields, Portsmouth Dockyards and an 

optional visit to Auschwitz, Poland) 

State of the art facilities 

 

 

Famous History graduates: 

 

Steve Carell (Actor) 

Sacha Baron Cohen (TV Personality) 

Shakira (Singer) 

Salman Rushdie (Author) 

Louis Theroux (Journalist/Broadcaster) 

Prince Charles (Heir to the Throne) 

Gordon Brown (Former Prime Minister) 

Jonathan Ross (Journalist/Broadcaster) 

Michael Palin (Comedian/Journalist) 

Lord Coe (Sportsman/Chairman of Olympic Committee) 

Ed Norton (Actor) 

George Bush (Former American President)  

John Inverdale (Sports Writer/Broadcaster) 

DH Lawrence (Author) 

Al Murray (Comedian) 

Michael Atherton (Cricketer) 

Dermot Murnaghan (Journalist/Broadcaster) 
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