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June 5th 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers of Year 10 and 12 Pupils 

I hope that you and your family remain healthy and are coping well with your time together during the 

recent period of lockdown.  I have created a video of the details below also, to access please click here. 

Further to my previous communication with you all I am now in a position to share the details of The 

Wellington Academy’s approach to the wider re-opening of schools. 

Last week, the government announced that their five tests required to further ease the lockdown have been 

met.  Consequently, they have asked secondary schools to prepare to open for some “face-to-face contact” 

for pupils in years 10 and 12 from Monday 15th June.  Schools are now required to risk assess to see if they 

are able to open in accordance with government guidance 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-

june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools). This is a detailed process which began before the holiday and 

will be completed during the coming week.  

As you will no doubt be aware, the guidance above states that we will not be returning to a familiar 

timetable and routine.  The contact is designed to support and augment ongoing home learning rather than 

replace it.  We are allowed to have a maximum of 25% of Year 10 and 12 pupils on site at any given time.  

This will equate to one day per week per pupil for Year 10 and similar for Year 12 over possibly a few days, 

with a day for a deep clean of the classrooms used each Friday. 

What the face-to-face contact entails is left to each individual school to decide.  It is therefore likely that if 

you have children at two different secondary schools, the offer will vary.  In deciding our approach, we have 

considered what would be valuable provision while ensuring staff, pupils and their families are kept as safe 

as possible.  We are also mindful that some staff and pupils will continue to shield, may have other family 

commitments that need to be considered as well as the current guidance could change if the infection rate 

begins to increase once again. 

We have sufficient Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) on site to meet all guidance. 

Parental responsibility 

Please only send your son/daughter in if you are certain that they are not showing even the smallest sign of 

Covid-19 symptoms, the health of all within the school community relies upon your judgement about this.  

There are no penalties for non-attendance and you do not have to send your son/daughter back if you do not 

wish to.  That said we will be teaching meaningful lessons so the consolidation of learning will help into Year 

11/13. 

Year 10 specific details 

http://www.thewellingtonacademy.org.uk/
https://www.thewellingtonacademy.org.uk/pages/open.asp
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools


 Year 10 face-to-face sessions will be run from Monday to Thursday within the Cowley block.  This will 

be accessed via the road within the staff carpark (this will have detailed signage).   

 Pupils will be given one day a week to attend and a time to arrive/leave the academy, these times 

will be shorter than a normal school day.  The groupings will be based on 3 sets of 14/15 pupils 

starting at three different times daily.  The groups will be set by the academy and be based around 

your son/daughters choice of subjects. 

 Full school uniform will be expected. * 

 Not all subjects will be offered as we are unable to meet the guidance and achieve this. 

 The pupils will meet outside of the block at socially distanced markings on the entrance area.  If we 

think they have symptoms of Covid-19 we will isolate them and ask you to collect them from us 

urgently. 

 Once cleared to enter the Cowley block your son/daughter will enter their classroom bubble of 15 

pupils.  Each classroom will have hand sanitizer and antibacterial wipes upon entry and all will need 

to use these frequently. They will remain with these other pupils only and stay within the same 

classroom for all lessons week after week.  Movement around these classrooms will not be allowed 

and pupils will be 2m apart at all times. 

 They will get a break after two lessons of learning and snacks will be available to purchase but not 

the normal full suite of food. 

 At the end of four sessions (exact timings will follow next week) your son/daughter will leave the site 

and return home. 

 No waiting for friends etc. will be allowed as the three daily groups start/finish times will be 

staggered sufficiently to decrease the risk while people are in and out of the academy. 

 Thorough cleaning will happen daily and a deep clean will be performed each Friday. 

Year 12 specific details 

 Students will receive a two-hour lesson weekly for each subject.  Timetable to follow next week. 

 Students will access the academy via the fire exit near the ‘Duke Box’ radio station only and walk 

upstairs on a defined route (this will be signed) to the third floor. 

 The students’ lessons will be undertaken within classrooms on the third floor and will have hand 

sanitizer and antibacterial wipes in each room. 

 Students will need to leave after their lesson finishes, there will be no ability to stay within the 

common room, except on Wednesdays if the student has two subjects on the timetable.  In this case 

the common room will have socially distanced seating spaces. 

 The timetable of lessons will compliment online learning set by the teacher directly to the students 

so they must be watching their emails and MS Teams subject areas as before. 

Year 10 Keyworker/Vulnerable pupils group 

Pupil’s accessing this provision will be expected to do their day with the other Year 10 pupils (including start 

and finish times as the others) and then for the other four days they will attend exactly as they are doing so 

now, and the provision for the other four days will remain as is currently.  The booking system will work 

exactly the same as it has been. 

Transport 

The government guidance is to not use public transport unless absolutely necessary.  Therefore, please 

consider if you are able to transport your son/daughter to and from the academy or if safe that they can walk 

or cycle. 

Please be advised that Wiltshire school buses and school minibuses can run in a limited sense to bring pupils 

to school who need it (those who normally use it only), however they will need pupils to follow all 

governmental guidelines around face masks on these public transport buses from 15th June.  The booking of 

these will be completed the week before with Wiltshire and us.  Pupils needing these transports will be 



identified by a new parental survey below and communicated with separately next week.  There is a real 

possibility that we can only transport one way however, so please plan accordingly. 

Survey 

In order to be certain of our planning please can I ask you to complete the survey here by Monday 8th at 3 

p.m.  Please can you all complete this to reduce the need for us to call you separately.  It will take 90 seconds 

of your time only. 

 

The lockdown has gone on much longer than any of us ever anticipated.  I know this is causing lots of anxiety 

for Year 10/12 pupils in particular, given the fact they are studying for exams.  I would hope that being able 

to see them before the summer holidays will give some reassurance but I would also point out that every 

young person of their age is in exactly the same position and there will have to be a national conversation 

about how best to respond to ensure that exam grades are awarded fairly next summer. We will do all within 

our power to ensure your son/daughter will not be disadvantaged by what is happening – hard work and 

commitment to their school work will still be rewarded in any scenario next year! 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Steven Paddock 

Headteacher 

 

 parents of Yr. 10 girls expect a uniform email shortly separately please 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jl7hAgBCHUWeh42MvguLRAE91fohYaJJisqWBUXRe55UNktES1NKRTFFQVJPQ1BFWlYxMkw0QkIxQy4u

