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17th July 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome to English in The Wellington Academy! We would like to inform you of a program we are 

using in English called Accelerated Reader. This is a program that monitors and manages 

independent reading practice while promoting reading for pleasure. 

 

AR can be used with all pupils, based on each pupil’s independent reading level, which is 

determined by a STAR Reading assessment. Each student will complete an assessment at the start 

of the new term in September, this helps teachers set personalised reading goals for each pupil and 

recognises their reading progress.  

Our aim is to insure all our pupils reading ages match their chronological reading ages. 

 

Teachers are then able to set individualised reading goals for each pupil, based on the quantity, 

quality and difficulty of the books read. Pupils and their parents can be involved in the on-going 

monitoring of progress toward these goals.  Personalised reading practice means that pupils read 

books of interest at their own reading level and pupils find just the right book appropriate to their 

individual reading ability and interest level. 

 

Regular updates on your child’s reading levels will be accessible on the AR website so that you can 

see what level your child is reading at and their reading age.  It will also be possible for you to follow 

their progress through the academic year and discuss this with their Tutor or English teacher should 

you have any queries. 

 

Evidence shows that regular time spent in focused reading improves the progress that pupils make 

in school across the whole curriculum. It can also have a profound effect upon a pupil’s confidence 

in lessons and develops imagination, especially when supported by an enthusiastic adult. Although 

we read regularly in school, to make and sustain significant progress the Government recommends 

thirty minutes reading daily and it is here that we need you to support us and your child. Pupils have 

scheduled opportunities in the library and are expected to have a book with them at all times but is 

clear that a number of pupils still struggle with their day-to-day organisation so we would 

appreciate your support with this.  If you are really keen to support your child in improving their 

reading, more detailed and personalised information will be offered as a diagnostic report available 

from Mrs Moorhouse in the library.  

 

 

http://www.thewellingtonacademy.org.uk/


 
Need inspiration for a present or unsure where to direct your child in their search for a suitable 
novel?  Suggestions are included below of some really inspiring and engaging books that might just 
do the job in our quest to challenge and inspire our students’ reading tastes. 
Top 5 books: 
 
Madekeine L’Engle             A Wrinkle in Time         
Geraldine McCaughrean   Where The World Ends   
Philip Pullman                     The Book of Dust 
Malorie Blackman              Noughts & Crosses  
Neil Gaiman                        The Graveyard Book             

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for your support in fostering a love of reading at the Wellington Academy. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Ms. C. Overfield 
Head of Literacy / English Teacher  
  
 
 
 
 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/product/0141354933/UK/schoolreadinglist-21/

