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11th September 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Reflections on first full week 

 

I write to you today with a great sense of positivity after the first week back at school.  The elements of focus 

from last week have been addressed and are now changed. 

 

Please remember the procedures sent to you last week regarding COVID like symptoms as these are critical 

to the academy communities’ safety. 

 

Attendance has been extremely good. Mrs. Eccles tells me that the attendance percentage for this week was 

in excess of 97% which is very pleasing. It tells me that you as parents you are confident in the schools plans 

and that the children are comfortable back in the academy which is obviously my first priority, so thank you 

so much for that vote of confidence and for sending your son/daughter back to school once again. 

 

The uniform changes that we made over the summer have been very well adhered to. Just remember if you 

are still waiting to collect new shoes to replace old trainers, the deadline for students to be in full correct 

uniform is Monday 14th September, from there we will be strict in enforcing the required uniform as per our 

policy.  

 

While on that note, I just want to address with you the importance of uniform. Uniform sets the tone for the 

whole school and that is why we are really pursuing the matter of trainers; young people feel less anxious 

when there is uniformity which is our desire.  

 

From next week we are starting our procedure around the COVID catch up for all year groups. Briefly, that is 

based around the Heads of Department for each subject defining what are the threshold concepts that need 

to be understood by your son or daughter from the period of lockdown and whether they know these or not.  

 

We will be doing a round of really low stakes low stress assessments over the next week or two to ascertain 

whether your son or daughter has picked up these key threshold concepts, if they haven’t, that’s not a 

problem at all, we just need to know that, so we can change our teaching accordingly.  Therefore expect your 

son or daughter to talk about multiple choice questions in some subjects as a way of assessing these. The 

assessments are a way to gauge what students remember only; they do not need to prepare for them, it is 

just a reflection on what was historically taught.  
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A last quick reminder that as a school, we are responsible for your son or daughter from 08:20 and not 

before. Many young people are dropped off or arrive on site before this time which is OK as I know you as 

parents have to commute yourselves, however their safety is your responsibility officially until this time. As 

staff who arrive into school early are either attending a meeting or getting ready for their day, they are 

unable to supervise your son or daughter before 08:20. 

  

That’s my round up for you this week. Thank you very much again for your efforts to work with us. 

 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

Mr Steven Paddock 

Headteacher 

 
 

 


