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7th January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

On Monday, during the lockdown announcement, the Prime Minister announced that it would not be 

possible for all exams to go ahead as normal.  Yesterday it was announced that all GCSEs, A-levels and AS 

levels would be cancelled whilst B-Tec exams would still go ahead in January. 

Unfortunately, all of this means that the Catering exam that was scheduled for next Thursday is now 

cancelled.  I know that the students have been working hard throughout their holidays to prepare for this 

and that this news will be disappointing and frustrating.  At this stage we want to reassure you and them that 

this work is not pointless and will not go unrecognised. 

Similarly to last year, grades will be assigned by teachers.  What this actually means at this stage is unclear.  

We have been advised that there will be a consultation period beginning next week and lasting for two 

weeks during which time exam boards, the exam regulators, teachers, school leaders, unions, the 

Department for Education and other stakeholders will comment on and shape the proposed methods of 

assessment.  Until that consultation period ends, we will have a very limited idea of what the assessment 

process will look like.  It is possible that we may follow a model similar to that of Wales or Scotland in which 

specified assessment titles or tests are sat and combined with teacher judgement and coursework. 

What we do know is that the teacher assessed grades will not be subjected to an algorithm.  This is what 

happened last summer and what caused so many students to be downgraded.  The government have also 

advised that they will be providing training and guidance for how to determine the grades in the coming 

weeks/months for teachers. 

As difficult as it is with so much uncertainty, we are asking that all students remain committed to their 

education and engage with the online learning that is in place.  It has only been three days, but we have seen 

high levels of attendance, effort and enthusiasm from the students.  We want to be able to ensure that they 

can be awarded the grades that they deserve and are capable of; until we know the process and expectations 

for submitting and moderating the teacher assessments, we will continue to teach the curriculum content 

and skills.   

What has happened in the last 9 months and is happening now has been and is incredibly hard for the 

students, it is also incredibly unfair, we want to acknowledge this and acknowledge their resilience and 

determination in the face of this uncertainty.  They have managed to stay positive and willing throughout.  

This needs to continue; we will be here throughout to support, teach and encourage them as we know you 

will be. 

http://www.thewellingtonacademy.org.uk/


 

 

 

As soon as more information and guidance is released, we will communicate this with you and the students.  

In the meantime, if you have any questions or want to discuss your child please do contact at us: 

sabrinahawkins@thewellingtonacademy.org.uk 

sophienorrish@thewellingtonacademy.org.uk 

Kind regards 

 
Miss S Hawkins        Mrs S Norrish 

Assistant Headteacher        Head of Year 11 
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